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Geologic History
History of Colorado Gold Mining
Placer vs. Lode Mining
Placer Mining Methods & Tools
Placer Prospecting & Claims
How to Pan
How to Sluice
Prospecting Video
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Precambrian 
Shear Zones

Laramide Orogeny
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Photo Courtesy of Colorado Historical Society

• Lewis Ralston
• Confluence Clear Creek 

& Ralston Creek 

• Near present day Arvada
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Gregory Lode – The First  
Gold Vein in Colo 1859

Turned Central City into  
“Richest Square 
Mile on Earth”
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Placer

Lode
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Photo Courtesy of Colorado Historical Society
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Photo Courtesy of Garrett Metal Detectors
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Research:
“Where gold has been found before”
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© mindat.org and the Hudson Institute of Mineralogy 1993-2016
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• Public
• BoCo Parks & Open Space
• Private
• Federal 
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•Arapahoe Bar - Panning and sluicing at Wheat Ridge, CO.

•Big Bend / Steele Street Open Space – Panning Steele & 78th Adams County

•Cache Creek - Non-motorized mining in the BLM Cache Creek placer area.

•Clear Creek Canyon - Recreational prospecting at Clear Creek Canyon Park.

•Fairplay Beach - Panning at Fairplay, CO.

•Phoenix Gold Mine (Fee) - Pan for gold at Trail Creek near Idaho Springs.

http://www.ci.wheatridge.co.us/1184/Gold-Panning
http://wp.me/p6YDnb-2n
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/rgfo/minerals/locatable_minerals/placer_mining/cache_creek.html
http://jeffco.us/parks/recreation/gold-prospecting/
http://cozine.com/2000-august/fairplay-beach-panning-but-no-swimming/
http://www.phoenixgoldmine.com/justpanning.html
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Boulder County Parks & Open Space
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Gold Clubs
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Boulder County Assessor's Office Property Search
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Boulder County Assessor's Office Property Search
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Dig

Pluck

Agitate

Wash
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Agitate

Black Sand

Wash

GOLD!
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Photo Courtesy of Alaska Mining – GNU Free Documentation
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